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Jesus gave his first and greatest sermon, on the Mount, Matthew 5 – 7. 

We’ve probably all read it. We’ve all heard sermons on various pieces of it. 

I’d like to cover chapter five, from high altitude (although we will parachute 

down a bit). Because Jesus wants us to know that He is not interested in how 

well we can pretend to be Christians, or fake it until we make it. He wants us 

to change in our behaviours and allow others to see those changes, which are 

supernatural changes, to show once again the power of the Gospel, the 

power of the kingdom of heaven in our lives right now. Jesus is more 

interested in our character, shown by our actions, than by how well we can 

discuss theology or quote the Bible. These latter two things are important, 

but who we are and how we show who we are by our behavior trumps our 

verbal skills. 

 

Jesus begins with nine beatitudes: You are blessed, experiencing the favor of 

God when: 1)You acknowledge your need of Him, 2) When you bring your 

losses to Him, 3) When you humble yourself before Him, 4) When you want 

to be and do what is right, no matter how costly, 5) When you treat others 

kindly and generously, 6) When you care about what God cares about, 

publicly and privately, 7) When you bring peace to others, not just seek it for 

yourself, 8) When doing the right thing costs you, and 9) When you get 

called names for talking honestly about your relationship with Jesus and who 

He is to you. 

 

Then he gives two similitudes: You are (like) salt. You are (like) light. 

Liberal churches simply go through the motions of a church, but have 

abandoned Jesus as the only Way to God. They and we can be like salt that 

is contaminated and useless to the community. We can reflect Jesus’ light 

only as we hold onto Jesus’ truth. Everything else is shadows and darkness. 

We must hold onto the Scriptures, which is Matthew 5: 17-20. But the Lord 

of the Scriptures wants to teach us the deeper meaning of the Scriptures, lest 

we turn out to be useless hypocrites, that is, saying a lot of things, but not 

acting on what we believe. 

 

So Jesus gives six case studies: three on personal righteousness and three on 

relational righteousness. These can be found by looking for the words, “You 
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have heard it has been said…” (vv. 21, 27, 33, 38, 43 and in v. 31 “it has 

been said (NIV)) 

 

The first three case studies bring us into an uncomfortable place of what is 

happening in our own hearts and minds, where in the end it is between you 

and the Lord to discern what is happening in you. The Lord knows. You 

may or may not know. But work on it now, as God gives you grace. We all 

are trees that the Lord has planted. The fruit from our branches tell us what 

kind of tree we are. (“You can tell them by the fruits they bear.” Matt. 7:20) 

 

The first case study is about the murder tree. (5:21ff) But it is so much more 

than murder. Because it is too easy to say, “I haven’t ever murdered 

anyone.” And that’s the end of the reflection. Or, “I have murdered 

someone” and there is no forgiveness, or no way out of that prison. Jesus 

gives us the way forward.  He also reminds us that we are murderers, even if 

we think we are better than that. Or if we know we have murdered someone, 

it is not the sole identity out of which we operate. It is the murder tree that 

grows within, that shows itself in angry fruit, outbursts fruit, and emotional 

immaturity fruit. I want the Lord to kill that tree in me. It is a horrible weed, 

large and ugly. I saw the anger fruit on my father’s tree. I vowed that I 

would not bear such fruit. But guess what? There is anger fruit on my tree. If 

you lived with us, you would experience it. I want to change. I have changed 

somewhat, but need to change more. How about you? Are you patient and 

kind in all circumstances? Where does your anger show? Do you know 

why? Anger often is the manifestation of some injustice that you sense was 

committed against you. Or perhaps you were misunderstood? What are you 

doing to deal with your anger issues? Perhaps we can help each other in a 

small group that would work on Christian anger management. But even 

more than this, we need the Lord to deal with the roots of our anger tree, our 

murder tree. 

 

Sometimes these issues come up against other cultures and races we do not 

understand. We have been trying to listen to our African born and black 

congregational members. We have had three meetings this summer, so that 

we can all deal with any anger or misunderstanding that there has been 

between individuals, and at least partly due to cultural and racial issues. We 

all want to be heard properly, respected appropriately. We want a safe space 

where we all count, and we come together as one international family that 

Jesus has given us. It is not because we deserve it, but because Jesus gave 

his life for his family, his body, the church; whether we are meeting in 



Grace Presbyterian Church, Orleans, ON; Dr. J. Dent, pastor; August 30, 2020 3 

person or here online. We want to get along. And we continue to encourage 

you to settle any outstanding matters individually, and if that doesn’t work, 

to contact an elder, and if needed, I can help too.  Each of us desires the best 

for our Grace family. Let us keep working on getting along, listening, and 

caring. We all have issues, Jesus says. Let us help one another work on them 

together, as Jesus gives us Grace. 

 

The second case study Jesus presents to us is an adultery tree. (5:27ff) 

Again, it is easy to say, “I have never committed that sin.” It doesn’t apply 

to me. Or, “I have committed this sin,” and there is no forgiveness, no 

getting out of that prison, that becomes my identity. But Jesus makes it clear 

that anyone who has lusted after another person at any time in their life is in 

the category of “adulterer.” Have you thought that way about anyone else? 

Then don’t look at the person who has been sleeping around, or has once 

broken that boundary as a person you can look down upon. Recognize that 

this tree grows in our lives, but we need to want the Lord to kill it, and more 

than that, we need to take steps to make sure we avoid it. Change the 

activities that cause your eyes to stumble, for example, your online 

accountability. Change your actions to break sexual boundaries, by no 

longer going there. Don’t frequent those places that will put you into 

compromising circumstances, cultivating the adultery tree. Jesus puts this in 

the strongest of terms: pluck out your eye(s) and cut off your hand(s), not 

just to self-mutilate, but rather to be willing to change, and have God change 

you, with accountability to other human beings who know your sin and are 

willing to love you into a changed life. Perhaps we can help in a small group 

in this area. Sexual accountability is a tricky subject, and usually a men’s 

group or women’s group. But people have trusted the Lord in their lives in 

this area, heterosexuals, homosexuals and others. I have seen it. It is the 

most intimate part of who we are. Isn’t it? 

 

And Jesus gives a second part to the teaching about the adultery tree (vv. 31-

32). He notes that people sometimes like to argue about who is an adulterer 

and who isn’t. The reality is that He wants to get to a place where we relate 

to each other in such a way that we can help each other defeat the adultery 

tree growing in most/all of us. We all indeed need help, in so many ways. 

Let us continue to take seriously his truth, as we recognize his standard of 

righteousness is much higher than what other people see, or what we might 

say about ourselves if it is not safe to share. Jesus wants to take us to a 

greater, more committed place of following Him, not just a surface 
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commitment to imputed righteousness, but a deeper commitment to be like 

Him in words and deeds. 

 

The fourth case study involves what we say, and what oaths are about. 

(5:33ff) Jesus breaks the idea that you only have to tell the truth when you 

bind yourself with an oath, to the right object or person. Jesus simply teaches 

honesty. Honesty is that which comes out of the heart that loves reality more 

than fabrication and lies, the latter being the devil’s territory. He gives a very 

binary command: say “yes” when you mean “yes,” and “no” when you mean 

“no.”  Otherwise you choose to stray into the devil’s territory of lies, theft 

and death. We are to be people of the Truth and of the Light, ultimately 

reflecting Jesus Christ. 

 

The fifth case study involves a teaching on retaliation, when we are hurt. It 

really is about giving up our rights, and helping someone else excel in their 

abuse and evil. It turns away from the “equity for injury” model, which is 

the lex talionis, “eye for an eye” and “tooth for a tooth” model of reparative 

justice. This itself is a positive movement from escalation of retaliation, or, 

simply: you hit or hurt my family, and I destroy yours and your 

town/country. This might be called the Haman school of retaliation as noted 

in Esther. Jesus again gets to the heart of it. Forgiveness and generosity are 

not based on the recipient’s character. We forgive because Christ asks us to 

forgive and he knows what is best for us. We are generous to others based 

on Christ’s model of generosity, and not on whether the person is worthy of 

a gift given. The soldier forces you to carry his stuff for a mile. The second 

mile is your generosity to him, not based on his character or warmth. 

 

The sixth and final case study refers to your relationship to your enemies. 

Most of us may have a difficult time identifying our enemies. Paul refers to 

our true enemies in this life as the principalities and powers the devil uses to 

try and destroy us. These are our real enemies. But Jesus is referring to those 

in our lives with whom we fall out. He is speaking about those in our family, 

among our friends, our co-workers, and neighbours. We take on an 

adversarial relationship based on a misunderstanding, disagreement or 

something mean or perceived as such. These then become our “enemies.” 

Jesus says to love them and pray for them. This is not our natural inclination. 

We don’t necessarily even want to listen to them, let alone care for them and 

pray positively for them. Adversarial relationships can develop with those 

who we don’t understand or who are different from us. Again, if this is an 

area of getting along with someone from a different culture or race, we need 
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to bring such to the Lord. We need to calmly listen, if a problem develops. If 

we need more than two individuals to talk together, then a leader can step in 

and try to help. Each of us is called to navigate conflict in a careful and 

loving manner. Sometimes that is the last way we would describe our 

behaviour during conflict. But Jesus’ teaching stands, nevertheless. If we can 

hold our emotions in such a way so as to not destroy the relationship in the 

midst of resolving the conflict, we have a chance to navigate that 

relationship to safe ground. Patience, kindness, and a hopeful spirit are from 

above. Indeed, the wise handling of conflict, is often a sign that your 

heavenly Father is working in you, and showing Himself through you. 

 

Jesus’ teaching ends with “Be perfect (mature), therefore, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect.” (v. 48) Yes, it is the highest of standards. In fact, it takes 

supernatural intervention to live out any of this teaching. Is the Lord doing 

supernatural work in your life (and mine)? I trust He is.   

 

I trust Him for you in these days, unprecedented days, where many things 

we used to take for granted in day to day living have been interrupted and 

overturned. May we together grow through each challenge we face, in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


